
   

 

TOWN OVERVIEW – MIDSOMER NORTON 

Motorway   J18 M4 
Railway   Bath Spa 
OS grid ref  ST664540 
Population   10,997   
Post code  BA3 
Dialing Code  01761 
Unitary Authority Bath & North East Somerset 
UK Parliament  Bath & North East Somerset 
EU Parliament  South West England 
MP   Jacon Rees-Mogg (Conservative) 
 
Location 
Midsomer Norton is located 10 miles south west of Bath and 10 miles north east of Wells 
and 10 miles north west of Frome. The town is characterised by the River Somer that runs 
the length of the town. The town flows into the neighbouring town of Radstock and together 
they used to be called Norton Radstock, until Midsomer Norton became a town in its own 
right. 
 
What’s in a name? 
“norton” mean ‘north enclosure’ from the Old English, and the forename is used to 
distinguish it from other nortons and the forename was not recorded as being used until 
1334. The forename of Midsomer has some variations as to it’ origin including being midway 
between two branches of the River Somer; the River and roads only being reachable in 
midsumer something that was echoed in notes  by John Wesley. Also reference is made to a 
festival held on midsummer on the day of St John, the patron saint. 
 
History 
Midsomer Norton was primarily a mining town with various pits opening from 1750 onwards 
but the last of these closed in the 1966 at Norton Hill. The coal spoil heap or batch from the 
various pits can still be seen to the north east of the town. Approximately 27% of the town 
was employed in the coal mines. 
 
The centre of the town was prone to flooding until a major flood alleviation project was 
completed in 1977, with a large flood tunnel under the high street to divert excess water. 
Since this was completed the town centre has not experienced any flooding. 
 
Employers 
Since the closure of the mines, Midsomer Norton has been an important centre for printing 
and packaging companies, although this has been in decline with various companies closing 
or relocating. The business parks remain busy however. 
 
Industrial Estates 
Westfield 
Haydon 
Midsomer Enterprise Park 
Norton Hill 
Mill Road 
 
 
Not a lot of people know that……….. 
Children’s author Roald Dahl prior to his fame, used to sell kerosene in Midsomer Norton 
and the surrounding areas in the 1930’s. 



   

 

 
Anthony Horowitz the original writer of Midsomer Murders, borrowed part of the name of the 
town when he adapted the Detective Barnaby series for television; he chose the name after 
looking at a map of Somerset, believing that it sounded quitessentially English. 
 
Sedge Moore of The Wurzels was born in the town. 
 
Maisie Williams, actor who appeared in Game of Thrones was born here. 
 


